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borne hitherto by the Hanseatic commerce in Russia,
and helped yet further to fan the fire of discontent
already smouldering in the bosom of the League.
All attempts made by the other cities to profit by the
advantages conceded to Liibeck remained fruitless ;
and this city herself, though she seems to have pre-
served these custom privileges until the middle of the
seventeenth century, does not seem, judging from
appearances, to have obtained any durable or profit-
able result from them. There always remained the
disturbing fact that either Swedish or Polish domains
must be crossed, or a long detour made by way of the
White Sea, where again obstacles of yet another kind
awaited them.

In very truth the Hanseatic commerce with Russia
was slowly dying. Some efforts were made to
resuscitate it by the cities that remained united
when Czar Michael Feodorowitch sat on the imperial
throne. The Hansa's demands were actually sup-
ported by the Netherlands. But even goodwill on
the Russian side was impotent to raise a commerce
which had been practically strangled by the power-
ful grasp of Sweden. Gustavus Adolphus, it is true,
annoyed at the new direction commerce was taking,
and the consequent loss to his kingdom in transit
dues, tried all in his power to revive the old move-
ment upon the Baltic. In this spirit and with this
desire, he concluded various treaties with Russia that
obliged the Hanseatics to pass through his domains,
and especially to touch at Reval, the Liibeckers, who
held their depdt at Novgorod, naturally preferring to
pass by way of Narwa. But Gustavus Adolphus and